St George Division of General Practice Inc

41 Dora Street. Hurstville 2220
                              Ph: (02) 9585 2044
                                 Fax: (02) 9585 2144


REGIONAL MEDICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

6th MAY 2009

MINUTES

Chairperson: Dr K. Stelter (CEO of the Division)
Time started:7:00am
Secretary: Raelene Elliott
Time Finished:8:00am
Present: T.Mataio ( Roberts Lodge), M. Anderson ( Shangri la) P. Tims 

( Shangri La), M. Boatwright ( Scalabrini Village), C. Gailer ( Huntingdon Gardens), K. Sharp ( The Wound Centre) E. Law (Fairlea Aged Care), E. Leung ( Fairlea Aged Care) M. Soui ( Nunyara Aged Care Centre), I Cantor ( Bruce Sharp Lodge), D. Azzopardi ( Bruce Sharp Lodge), T. Callaghan ( Rockdale Nursing Home), S. Murch ( Bethlehem House), S. Snushall ( The Bexley Centre), S. Romano ( The Bexley Centre), M. Cho ( St George Aged Care), A. Trinh ( St George Aged Care)

St George Hospital Staff: E. Hudswell ( Covering Discharge CNC)
Drs J. Martel and K Oey]
Division Staff: S. Johnston ( ABHI Coordinator), S. Coxen ( MMR & NPS Facilitator)
1. Apologies: R. Voison ( Hillcrest Aged Care), E. Barnes ( Sans Souci Gardens), Dr P. Smerdely and Dr N. Cordato ( St George Hospital specialists) S. Hardy ( Accredited Pharmacist)
2. Previous minutes approval: Approved by Dr  J. Matrel
3. Business previous minutes / comments and complaints
3.1 Restraint Guidelines: Draft policy and procedures circulated. Copies of same enclosed with these minutes for comment. Feedback to be received by the 20th May for consideration / amendment. ( Please direct comments to Raelene  Elliott) Once documents are approved they will be placed on the Division website for use.         
3.2 Correspondence from DOHA /Dr Martel:  Dr Martel will respond to  DOHAs letter concerning the care of residents in aged care and the handling of resident / carer complaints. Dr Martel will include in his response examples of vexatious complaints concerning resident care and asks for samples from Nursing staff to be forwarded to him for inclusion in his letter.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
4. Legislation and Policy changes: Nil
5. Medication management

5.1 Perpetual medication and prescribing charts: Previously Dr Daniel had bought to the committees attention the use of perpetual medication charts in  one facility  - whereby medications were not being reviewed at regular intervals.

The Standards and Accreditation Agency response to medication management in RACFs was that each facility must demonstrate to assessors that medication was being administered safely  and advised RACFs using such medication systems that they may not be assessed as complying with medication management standards. 

Sue Coxen ( Division Pharmacist ) was invited to visit the Aged Care Facility which uses this system to review practices and procedures. Feedback pending.
6. Other Business

6.1 Letter to Sydney Emergency Medical Service regarding the proposition of fee for service  for review of residents in RACFs who’s GP does not subscribe to the service:  Payment would be made by the Nursing Home or the resident for the after hours medical service. To date no response has been forthcoming

6.2Allied Health Access Initiative: Close to 100 residents of both High and Low care facilities in the area have benefited from access to allied health service providers that previously would have been unattainable. The program will continue to the end of June with the possibility of further funding unknown at this point in time
6.3 Revision of GP Aged Care Roster: Currently being updated and will be sent out to facilities in the area in the next few weeks.

Dr Stelter introduced Dr Elhassadi – an experienced medical practitioner who has made himself available for GPs to utilise for holiday relief

6.4 Doctors  documentation in residents records: S. Murch  requested that GPs who visit low care facilities be specific when ordering medications ie specifying a limit on the number of doses of a particular medicine that can be given in a 24 hour period, when to give analgesics and for what type of pain and avoid ordering PRN medications as low care staff are not professionally able to assess if medication is warranted.

6.5 End of Life Pathways (EOLP) :Dr Stelter spoke of the implementation of EOLP for those appropraite residents who are being cared for in the acute setting . This document would then accompany the resident back to the RACF for staff direction.
Additionally, a trial implementing EOLP in tww aged care facilities will commence by the end of May. Feedback will be provided at the next RMAC.

Dr Stelter will make representation to the PBS re the supply of EOLP medications for RACF.
6.6 Wound Care Information: Wound care consultant Kate Sharp spoke of accessing the Wound Care Association of NSW newsletter and membership to same

6.7 Access to Banks Lodge: Entry now located on 93 Baumans Rd Peakhurst
7. Next meeting 5th August 2009 @ 7am



